Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.050; wR factor = 0.165; data-to-parameter ratio = 22.8.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, C 11 H 11 FO 2 , the methine CH forms an intramolecular hydrogen bond with the carboxyl O atom. The molecules form dimers through hydrogen bonding between carboxyl groups. These dimers are linked to each other by C-HÁ Á ÁO contacts between the benzene and carbonyl groups of adjoining molecules. In addition, there are weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁF contacts.
Related literature
For related literature, see: Burns & Hagaman (1993) ; Burt (2004) ; Forgó et al. (2005) ; Hertog et al. (1995) ; Muhammad et al. (2007) . For details of the Cambridge Structural Database, see: Allen (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: APEX2; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) (Burt, 2004) , and antitumor activity (Hertog et al., 1995) . They are also used in the shikmic acid metabolic pathways of higher plants (Forgó et al., 2005) .
In the structure of the title compound (I), there are two C-atoms between the carboxylate and 2-fluorophenyl C-atoms.
A search of CCDC (Allen, 2002) shows that a structure of 2-amino-2-(2-fluorophenyl)acetic acid (Burns et al., 1993) 
Compound (I) was synthesized as reported earlier (Niaz, et al., 2007) . A mixture of 2-fluorobenzaldehyde (1.05 ml, 10 mmol), ethylmalonic acid (2.64 g, 20 mmol) and piperidine (1.98 ml, 20 mmol) in a pyridine (12.5 ml) solution was heated on a steam-bath for 24 h. The reaction mixture was cooled and added to a mixture of 25 ml of concentrated HCl and 50 g of ice. The precipitate formed in the acidified mixture was filtered off and washed with ice-cold water. The product was recrystallized from ethanol. The yield was 65%, m.p. 94 °C.
Figures Fig. 1 . ORTEP drawing of the title compound, C 11 H 11 F 1 O 2 with the atom numbering scheme. The thermal ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H-atoms are shown by small circles of arbitrary radii.
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